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NEEDS ATTENTION 

Our school attendance currently stands at 93.8% 

The national average for primary school attendance is 94.9% 

St Stephen’s currently stands 1.1% below the national average 

We are currently in the bottom 10 of Warrington primary schools for attendance with 93.8% 

If our school was to be inspected by OFSTED before the summer holidays, we would be 

graded as ‘NEEDS ATTENTION’ as we do not meet the criteria for the Expected or Strong 

Standards under the new OFSTED Toolkit.  

We are grateful for those families who work with us and do their best to support school’s 

attendance expectations however the following changes are being brought in as a result of 

intervention by the Local Authority Attendance Team to support attendance improvements: 

• Leave of Absence forms (available from the school office) must be completed by families prior to taking 

your child/ren out of school. These will be processed and returned to families informing them if their 

request has been authorised or not. Example attached on next page.  

• Fixed Penalty Notices will be issued by the Local Authority when a child misses 10 consecutive 

unauthorised sessions from 1st September 2026 

• Families will be required to provide medical evidence for absences, where possible or proof of 

appointments when collecting children early from school. 
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What are the issues? 

 

• Too many children are arriving at school 

after 9.15am which means they receive an 

unauthorised absence mark rather than a 

late mark.  

• A small group of parents/carers are not 

informing school of their child’s absence 

and school cannot make contact with these 

families therefore an absence has to be 

recorded as unauthorised. 

• 33 children out of 200 have had a term 

time holiday at some point this academic 

year. 

• An increasing number of children are 

having days off for birthdays. 

• Children are being collected from school 

early e.g. at lunchtimes and miss their 

afternoon mark in the register.  

 

 

How do we help as a school? 

• Exceptions are made for medical reasons 

for our pupils and we never expect our 

children to come to school if they are 

genuinely unwell.  

• We send home half termly attendance 

reports so parents/carers are informed of 

where their child’s attendance is up to. 

• We work with families to support 

improvements with attendance and 

punctuality. 

• We share term dates weekly on our 

newsletter and two years ahead on our 

school website to help families plan ahead.  

• We understand the reasons why families 

take holidays due to cost but this is also 

out of school’s control but we also get 

punished for it. As a result, we have held 

off this year issuing Fixed Penalty Notices 

to families.  

 

 



 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE FORM FOR PARENTS/CARERS TO COMPLETE: 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

To help inform parents/carers of what action to take if their 

child presents with any medical matters, please see the NHS 

and Public Health advice below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Please take note of our term dates for the next academic year when 

booking holidays. Please remember all holidays will be unauthorised as 

per LA guidance and may result in a fixed penalty notice being issued 

from September 2026 onwards.  

 

Holiday Dates 2026/27 
 

 Open Close No. of Days 

Autumn Half Term  

1 

Thursday 3rd 

September 2026 

 

Friday 23rd October  

2026 

37 

Autumn Half Term  

2 

Monday 2nd November 

2026 

 

Friday 18th December 

2026 

35 

Spring Half Term  

1 

Tuesday 5th January  

2027 

 

Friday 12th February  

2027 

29 

Spring Half Term  

2 

Monday 22nd February  

2027 

 

Wednesday 24th March 

2027 

23 

Summer Half Term 

1 

Wednesday 7th April 

2027 

 

Friday 28th May  

2027 

37 

Summer Half Term 

2 

Monday 14th June  

2027 

 

Friday 23rd July  

2027 

29 

 TOTAL: 

190 
 

School closed: Bank Holiday Monday - Monday 3rd May 2027 

INSET Days: School closed for pupils  

• Tuesday 1st September 2026 

• Wednesday 2nd September 2026 

• Monday 4th January 2027 

• Friday 2nd July 2027 – Warrington Walking Day (TBC) 

• Monday 26th July 2027 

 


